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DMF Configuration Can Be...
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● Difficult
● Confusing
● Tedious
● Time Consuming
● Daunting
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So We Added

3

The ISG DMF Big Easy Button
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First Set Up Your ISG
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● Roll in your shiny new ISG
● Direct attach a tape library

– In our example, a COPAN shelf

Install the Hardware
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● All SpectraLogic libraries
● All SCSI-based Oracle tape libraries

– not ACSLS yet – extra work

● Copan shelves
● Quantum libraries “sometime soon” 

Supported Tape Libraries
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● Attach the machine to the network
● Use SMC-IS to...

– Give the machine a name

– Cobble together 2 file systems
● /dmfusr1 without LiveArc
● /dmfusr2 with LiveArc

Begin Software Configuration
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Now You Can Configure DMF
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1
0

DMF has not 
yet been 
configured.
Hardware is 
ready to be 
configured.

Click Management → DMF → Configuration
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1
1

DMF owns all the hardware, 
shows it here, and will 
configure what you request

DMF found 2 filesystems which 
are candidates for configuration

/dmfusr2 was earlier 
chosen for LiveArc
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You must chose a library for backups

You don't need to choose all 
the hardware yet

Click Apply

Enter an admin email & password
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Now is a 
good time 
to be 
thinking 
about 
getting a 
cup of 
coffee.

DMF estimates how long it will take to configure 
the chosen hardware and filesystems.



©2013 SGI

1
4

In step 1, DMF validates your 
inputs and checks the hardware 
and filesystems.
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In step 2, DMF configures all 
selected libraries or shelves



©2013 SGI

1
6

In step 3, DMF adds all the 
volumes present in libraries and 
shelves.
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In step 4, DMF creates (or 
updates) the dmf.conf file for 
filesystems and libraries
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In step 5, DMF initializes the DMF 
audit system.

This runs audits nightly to make 
sure all is well with the databases.
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In step 6, DMF runs a dmcheck and will complain if 
there are any errors.  ANY error would be 
unexpected at this point and would require SGI 
support.

DMF then starts the DMF and Openvault services.
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0

All configuration steps and detailed steps are saved 
to a logfile for later diagnostic use.

The system is configured 
and ready to go.

A summary is stored on the 
system in a text format that can 
be retrieved by DMF Manager, 
or by logging into the system.

The summary is also mailed 
the DMF admin email.
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1

Click Management → DMF → Services

You should check that all the DMF 
and related services are running.

Click Open DMF Manager
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2
2

You can see the initial 
DMF configuration

Double-click 
Alerts
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You should check that 
only the expected two 
alerts are here

1. Configuration completed

2. DMF started

Go back to SMC-IS.
Click Management → DMF → Configuration again
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2
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This library has been configured

You can reconfigure it: 
add/remove/swap drives, add 
volumes, repair a configuration 
that has cables swapped...

You can add new filesystems.

You can add new libraries.

This filesystem has been 
configured.
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● Repeat until all the libraries and all 
the filesystems are configured

● Then you're done!
● Have a donut...

Bob's Your Uncle
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